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NAACP PRESS RELEASE December 5, 2008

The Columbia Police Departments release yesterday of their finding of no wrongdaing on the part of officer _
Brokemarkel in the treatment of African American female students at Hickman High School has left a sour taste in
the mouths of those who had hoped the new administration would do better toward healing than the last

administration.

The NAACP, Dr. Ritter the intenim Superintendent, Dr. Wanda Brown, had advovated for the officer to be
reassigned during the investigative period, while others had called for more drastic measures, that the officer
be terminated.

The police refused to intertain this idea, demonstrating they will continue doing business as usual, and being
hailed by many in the majority community as doing the right thing.

The police took the same position as always saying they police themsealves better than anyone else and then
totatly vindicating the officer and asking everyone to trust that they made the right decision.

well, the video that | viewed of the incident gave much rise to the belief that the officer used excessive force in
this instance, causing bodily injury to a student who was trying to break up the fight.

[ am very disappointed in this Police Department whom | and many others believe failed the African American
Community again.

There has been much to do about the fight, we certainly do not condone fighting, that occurs at Rock Bridge or
Hickman, but neither do we condone the violent act of the officer whose job it is to keep all our young peopie from
harm. He certainly did not keep Diamond Thrower from harm.

| expect to get numerous responses from the good citizens of Columbia, advising the community how they should
teach their children, and how the African American community should be better parents, we agree all parents
should be better parents, and let me share with you | remember some pretty shady young characters that turned
into respectable adults and they were not all African Americans.

| am disappainted with the community who think the action of this police officer was appropiate and acceptable. |
expect backlash for this one also, for God forbid any one would bring up the fact everyone would be demanding

this officer's termination had these students been white females (Whoops { played the race card) and that's & no,
no in Columbia twenty, lashes for me.

| want the students to know someone is listening to their plea for help. They have the right to expect accountability
from us and we in exchange expect them in return to be accountable to do the right thing.

Our work is cut out for us.
The mission of the National Association for the advancement of Color People is to ensure the political,
educational, socialand economica equility oftights of allpersons and to eliminate racial hatred and racial

discrimination.

Submitted by,
Mary A. Ratiiff, President NAACP Columbia Unit and Missouri State Conference
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