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          COLUMBIA    POLICE    DEPARTMENT

                600 East Walnut Street   ●   Columbia, MO  65201





             (573) 874-7652

Media Release

Columbia Police Department to adopt Police Executive Research Forum Suggested Guidelines for TASER usage.

One of my priorities my first week was to make a decision on how to proceed with the proposed PERF review of the Columbia Police Department policy on the use of Conducted Energy Devices (TASERs).  After my review of the 52 policy and training guidelines developed by the Police Executive Research Forum (PERF) Center on Force and Accountability and the PERF proposal cost, it is my decision to incorporate all of the 52 guidelines into our police department policy. (See attachment)  

The PERF guidelines emphasize reasonableness in policy making, training, officer use of CED’s, post-deployment care of those subjected to a CED activation, and maintenance of records and statistics.  The guidelines are comprehensive but they in no way hinder our ability to utilize CED’s as a justifiable force option at the Columbia Police Department.

I have instructed my staff to proceed with making the formal policy changes and an officer training plan to commence not later than May 1, 2009, and sooner if possible.  Please call me if you have any questions.

Note:  In reference to guideline #24, the black CED’s currently in use will remain in service until they are replaced.  All future department purchases of CED’s will be of the recommended brightly colored variety, unless they are purchased for a specific tactical application.    

Kenneth M. Burton 

Chief of Police
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