THE STATUS OF HEALTH CARE:

AT

>> Most Americans see the country’s health
care as no better than average when compared
to the systems of other industrialized countries,
according to a survey conducted by the Pew
Research Center. Although Missouri’s rate of
uninsured has been lower than that of the rest
of the country in the past 10 years, it has
followed a similar pattern as the national
numbers since 2006.

— RESEARCH & GRAPHICS BY MISSOURIAN STAFF

UNINSURED IN MISSOURI

The percent of Missourians without health insurance has

steadily risen since 2000, close to matching the national

percentage. Of those with insurance, the vast majority are
covered through an employer.

STATE AND NATIONAL RATES OF THE UNINSURED
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MISSOURI HEALTH INSURANCE COVERAGE IN 2008

The numbers listed are estimates that include some standard deviation.

Uninsured 739,000

Private insurance

§ 3,472,000
rom employer

Private insurance from
direct purchase 632,000
Medicaid 763,000
Medicare 991,000
Military 286,000
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U.S. HEALTH CARE REFORM TIMELINE

In six months, the president’s promise for
health care reform has seen a number of
delays and controversies.

JULY 14: AMERICA’S AFFORDABLE

HEALTH CHOICES ACT

House Democrats submit a bill that would
expand health coverage, rein in Medicare
growth, and raise taxes on high-income people.

JULY 15: SENATE PANEL APPROVAL
Senate panel approves a bill requiring
Americans to get health insurance and
establishes a new government insurance
plan. Only Democrats voted for the bill.

JULY 17: HOUSE PANELS APPROVAL

The House education committee approves a
bill similar to one passed by the House Ways
and Means Committee.

JULY 22: PUBLIC INTRODUCTION

Obama tries to rally public support for health
care reform in a news conference while
Democratic leaders struggle with legislation.

JULY 23: SERIOUS SETBACK

Senate majority leader Harry Reid of Nevada
says his chamber will not vote on a health
measure until after Congress’ summer recess.

JULY 27: HOUSE DELAYS

A bipartisan group of senators move toward a
compromise, while House Speaker Nanci
Pelosi suggests that a House vote be delayed
until more is known of the senators’
considerations.

JULY 31: HINTS OF CONSENSUS

House members finish outlines of a nearly $1
trillion health care plan. The last crucial panel, the
House Committee on Energy and Commerce,
approves health legislation.

OCTOBER 13: FINANCE COMMITTEE APPROVES BILL —
In a 14-9 vote, the Senate Finance Committee
passes the last of five bills in Congress.

OCTOBER 26: PUBLIC OPTION RESURRECTED
Sen. Harry Reid includes a government-run

insurance plan, in which states could “opt out,” in
the bill he plans to take to the Senate floor.

OCTOBER 29: DEMS UNVEIL DOCUMENT —
House Democrats release a 1,990-page measure
that is a combination of bills approved by three
separate House committees over the summer.

—— THE CAMPAIGN FOR HEALTH CARE
Barack Obama is elected President. He promised
complete health care reform while campaigning.

NOV

—— JUNE 5: KENNEDY TAKES ACTION

Sen.Ted Kennedy submits health care reform
bill requiring contributions by employers for a
new public insurance program.

— VIOLENT DEBATE

Divisions over the overhaul explode at town-hall
meetings. In several cities, demonstrations led to
fistfights and arrests.

— AUGUST 17: ALTERNATE PLAN?

The White House indicates it would accept a
nonprofit health care cooperative as an alternative
to a new government insurance plan. The
announcement creates a debate in the
Democratic Party and some lawmakers say the
White House is sending mixed signals.

—— SEPTEMBER 9: OBAMA ADDRESSES CONGRESS
To regain political footing, the president presents
his most forceful case for the health care
overhaul before a joint session of Congress.

SEPTEMBER 16: SENATE PROPOSAL RELEASED
The 223-page proposal by the Senate
Flnance Committee is released.

— SEPTEMBER 29: PUBLIC OPTION REJECTED
The Senate Finance Committee turns down two
Democrat proposals to create a government
insurance plan to compete with private insurers.

NOVEMBER 3: GOP WORKS UP ALTERNATIVE
Republicans create their own health care proposal in
response to the one presented by the House Democrats.

NOVEMBER 7: DEM PROPOSAL PASSES HOUSE
The health care overhaul bill passes with a 220-215

vote. The House defeats the Republican plan.

NOVEMBER 18: SENATE BILL INTRODUCED

NOVEMBER 21: BILL OPEN FOR DEBATE
Democratic leaders receive the 60 senate votes they
need to begin debating the health care bill.

MODELS OF HEALTH

The health care system currently under

consideration takes some of its cues
from models used by five other
industrialized countries that, in 2007,

spent less than the United States on
health care but whose citizens have a

longer life expectancy.

CANADA FRANCE GERMANY JAPAN UNITED KINGDOM UNITED STATES
Life expectancy (years) 80.7 81.0 79.8 82.6 79.1 78.1
Physicians per 2.2 3.4 3.5 2.1 2.5 24
thousand people
(F)’ﬁrh(;aarillc'ltqa expenditure $3,895.0 $3,601.0 $3,588.0 $2,581.0 $2,992.0 $7,290.0
Health care costs as
a percent of GDP 10.1 11.0 10.4 8.1 8.4 16.0
Percentage of government
revenue Spent on health 16.7 14.2 17.6 16.8 15.8 18.5
Percentage of health

69.8 79.0 76.9 81.3 81.7 45.4

costs paid by government

GLOBAL STATUS OF
UNIVERSAL HEALTH CARE

I Countries with some type of universal healthcare
P Countries attempting to get universal healthcare

[ | Healthcare provided by United States war funding
[ | Countries with no universal healthcare in place
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