IMMEDIATE CHANGES TO COLUMBIA POLICE
NARCOTIC SEARCH WARRANT SERVICE
PROTOCOL

The Narcotics Sergeant and SWAT Commander are being removed from the decision
making process on whether or not, and how, a narcotic search warrant will be served.

Once probable cause has been established to obtain a search warrant for narcotics, the
target location will be kept under surveillance. If the surveillance is interrupted or
compromised for any reason, service of a search warrant may not be authorized, or
the manner in which it is served may be changed.

Warrant services for narcotic-related search warrants will be served within a
reasonable time after the warrant is obtained, generally within 8 hours of receipt.

Prior to serving the search warrant, the Bureau Commander (Captain) over the area
will be briefed about the warrant, and he or she will review all available intelligence
related to the request, and will decide how the warrant will be served. Assessing the
potential danger to officers, innocent bystanders, and suspects, along with what law
enforcement purpose will be served by serving the search warrant, will be weighed in
their decision.

All available intelligence will be used to attempt to mitigate unnecessary risk to any
person. Issues such as children being present will be strong evidence that dynamic
entry should not be considered except under the most extreme circumstances.

SWAT Officers always have and will continue to be bound by the Columbia Police
Department policy regarding any use of force.



